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THANK YOU

I N T R O D U C T I O N

Middletown Community Foundation is 

grateful to the hundreds of individuals, 

families, and companies who contribute 

to one of 300+ funds held by MCF. Your 

contributions support scholarships, 

community events, specific nonprofit 

organizations, and our competitive 

grantmaking program. Much can be 

accomplished when we give collectively.

DEAR MEMBERS

Sarah K. Nathan, PhD
Executive Director 

Sarah Watson
Program Officer

MCF STAFF



C O N T E N T

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Beth Brockman
Jake Burton
Moira Casey
Fred DeBiasi
Pat Edwards
Angela Erhart 
Cathi Evans 
Jon Graft
Stephen Hightower, Jr.
Shane Miller
Marcos Nichols
Hon. Kathleen Dobrozsi Romans 
Kathleen Wourms
Elizabeth Yauch
Jared Zollett 

Dustin Hurley 
President

Amy King
Treasurer

Neil Cohen
Vice-President

Verlena Stewart 
Secretary

BOARD OFFICERS



2023 AWARDEES
HONORING OUR COMMUNITY’S FINEST

The Mary C. Maurer Volunteer of the Year 

Award recognizes the extraordinary generosity 

of time and spirit given to community service by 

someone between the ages of 30 and 50.   This 

year we recognize Melissa “Mel” Worbis. Mel has 

dedicated her adult life to providing professional 

and volunteer leadership in the community. She 

has been a member of the AAUW Middletown 

since 2005 and served for many years as Diversity 

Chair and lent her technical expertise to members 

using the internet and social media. Mel went 

on to serve as the youngest President of AAUW 

Middletown, leading the group through the height 

of the pandemic. Professionally, her passion for 

service shines through in the many ways she 

supports youth in our community as a teacher, 

mentor, and counselor. Mel’s commitment to the 

community is inspiring and worthy of recognition. 

MEL WORBIS & MARY MAURER

ANNUAL MEETING



DUSTIN HURLEY,  MIKE SCORTI ,  &  SARAH NATHAN

The Roland P. Ely Jr. President’s Award thanks an 

individual whose long-term impact on the foundation 

has been meaningful. This year we recognize Mike 

Scorti, who exemplifies honor, commitment, and 

dedication to our mission. A past president of the 

board of trustees, Mike was instrumental in launching 

the foundation’s Ready! Campaign for early childhood 

education. He has served on just about every committee 

at MCF since 2004 – and still contributes today as a 

member of the nominating committee. We benefit from 

his wisdom at every meeting he attends. But his impact 

extends well beyond MCF. He was a longtime supporter 

of TV Middletown. He was a founding member of the 

arts festival and continues to mentor a new generation 

of civic volunteers in this effort. He continues to be 

actively involved with Middletown Rotary and serves on 

the board of Abilities First and the Hospital Foundation. 

We brings his lighthearted spirit and love of Middletown 

to each of these activities. We are grateful for all that he 

has done for MCF and our community!

The Mary Jane Palmer-Nunlist “I Love Middletown” 

Award honors the community’s “unsung heroes” who 

make significant contributions to Middletown’s quality 

of life without receiving much recognition for their 

efforts. This year we honor Jacky Banks. A resident of 

Middletown for over 40 years, Jacky has served as a 

volunteer for numerous organizations including Junior 

Achievement, the Middletown Symphony Women’s 

Association, Phi Beta Psi Sorority, the Bereavement 

Committee at Holy Family Parish, the Ohio Balloon 

Challenge, and many others. Jacky never refuses when 

someone calls her for help. Her love of Middletown and 

its citizens embodies the spirit of this award.  

SARAH NATHAN, JEFF BANKS (SON OF JACKY) ,  &  DUSTIN HURLEY



GRANTS 
TO THE COMMUNITY

Sorg Opera - $17,000 for front lobby facility improvements

Middletown Holiday Whopla - $18,228 for ice rink zamboni purchase

3R Development - $10,000  for afterschool educational programming

Art Central - $5,000 for art workshop program

Civil Air Patrol - $4,000 for Wreaths Across America

City of Franklin - $8,525 for community park playground update 

Greater Miami YMCA - $10,000 for Safety Around Water program

Madison Township - $25,000 for playground equipment replacement

Middletown Performing Arts Academy - $2,000 for 2023-24 performance season 

Bishop Fenwick High School - $5,000 to purchase new band instruments

Middletown Arts Center - $9,000 for 2023 season Sponsorship

Middletown Area Chamber Foundation - $10,000 for Ohio Challenge sponsorship

Port Middletown Arts and Music Festival - $5,000 to sponsor event 

Downtown Middletown Inc - $12,000 to sponsor 2023 free downtown events

Middletown Lyric Theatre - $6,000 for season sponsorship

City of Trenton - $4,250 to sponsor free community events

Sounds at Sunset Limited - $7,000 to sponsor summer concert series

Hops in the Hanger - $2,500 to sponsor event

Santa Parade - $2,500 for the annual parade

City of Monroe - $5,000 for annual fireworks display 

Diamond Jubilee Chorus - $2,500 for participation in their international competition 

InnovaTheatre - $1,000 for LGBTQ awareness project

Middletown Civic Chorus - $1,000 for its annual concert

Community Building Institute - $5,000 to sponsor Middletown Rocks event

Hospice Care of Middletown - $300 to sponsor 13th Annual Mother’s Day 5K Run

Butler County Education Service Center - $30,000 for Success by Six Middletown initiative

MARIA LANGENDORF & SARAH WATSON 
JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT’S 84 TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION



GRANT RECIPIENTS

Middletown City School District - $300,000 for construction of an early literacy space

American Legion Post 218 - $25,000 for Roof Repair

American Red Cross Miami Valley - $5,000 for Home Fire Relief/Campaign

Atrium Medical Center Foundation - $15,000 for LUCAS Chest Compression System

Beechwood Church of God - $5,000 for Homeless Outreach Middletown

Big Brother/Big Sisters - $5,000 for Youth Mentoring in Middletown

Butler Co Education Services - $12,000 for Compassion Food Pantry

Family Promise - $5,000 for Shelter and Meals

Feed the Hungry - $10,000 for Purchase of a Second Van

Hospice Care of Middletown - $1,500 for Walk with a Doc

Last Mile Food - $3,500 for Building our Capacity to Close Hunger Gap

MANY - $10,000 for School Clothes for Needy Students

Parachute - $2,500 for Be A Child’s Voice

People Working Cooperatively - $7,500 for Middletown Home Repairs/Modifications

Safe Haven Farms - $5,000 for Farm Life is a Good Life

SELF - $5,000 for Neighbors Who Care: Home Repair

Shoes 4 the Shoeless - $6,200 for Shoes for students at Middletown Schools

St. Vincent DePaul - $7,000 for Food Pantry and Utility Assistance

Trenton Fire Dept - $5,000 for Rescue Equipment

Comprehensive Community Child Care - $10,000 for Teacher Advancement Project 

Butler County Education Services Center - $32,000 for a new Head Start Classroom at Verity Lodge, MUM                       

Butler County Education Services Center - $220,00 for the Help Me Grow and Summer Bridge programs

Crayons to Computers - $2,500 to cover Middletown Teachers’ Access Fees

Bull’s Run Nature Sanctuary - $2,495.78 for Environmental Ed Program Kits



FINANCIALS 
		  2023		  2022

ASSETS
Current assets	
   Cash and cash equivalents	 $	 472,574	 $	 379,847

   Unconditional promises to give, net		  -	 	 401,294

Total current assets		  472,574		  781,141

Investments		  39,979,706		  37,699,197

Cash surrender value of life insurance - beneficial interest		  170,870		  170,092

Property and equipment, net		  3,549		  6,950

Right of use assets - operating leases		  59,101		  92,213

Total assets	 	 40,685,800		  38,749,593

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Currents liabilities
   Current portion of lease liabilities - operating leases		  33,272		  33,112

   Accounts payable		  7,397		  4,548

   Accrued compensation		  9,463		  10,568

   Grants payable		  325		  50,000

Total current liabilities		  50,457		  98,228

Lease liabilities, net of current portion - operation leases		  25,829		  59,101

Agency liability		  6,421,269		  5,286,673

Total liabilities		  6,497,555		  5,444,002

Net assets
   Without donor restrictions		  4,334,461		  4,737,680

   Without donor restrictions - board designated		  9,872,910		  9,846,663

Total net assets without donor restrictions		  14,207,371		  14,584,343

   With donor restrictions		  19,980,874		  18,721,248

Total net assets		  34,188,245		  33,305,591

Total liabilities and net assets		  $40,685,800	 $38,749,593

FINANCIAL REPORT



“YOUR GENEROSITY, CHANNELED 

THROUGH THE MIDDLETOWN 

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION, IS 

NOT JUST A DONATION; IT IS AN 

INVESTMENT IN THE VERY FABRIC 

OF OUR COMMUNITY, EMPOWERING 

INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES TO 

REACH THEIR FULL POTENTIAL AND 

BUILD A BRIGHTER FUTURE FOR ALL.”

A GRANT FROM 

THE READY! 

CAMPAIGN FUNDED 

THE RENOVATION 

OF A NEW HEAD 

START CLASSROOM 

AT VERITY LODGE.



ACE Scholarship
Emma Flannagan

Adair Bauer Education Scholarship
Caroline VonHolle

Alison Harris Fiora Scholarship
Travis Hendricks

Alison Shuemake Scholarship
Grace Booher
Judah Davis

Allen Beach Scholarship
Grace Lampart

Alpha Delta Kappa
Caroline VonHolle

AAUW Scholarship for 
Undergraduates
Katie Smith

American Hellenic Educational 
Progressive Association Annual 
Scholarship
Clark Jorel Velasco

Arthur Harvey Scholarship
Patience Moss
Liam Rarden
Maria McGuire

Audubon Society Scholarship
Ashlynn Williams

Aviation Educational Trust Fund 
Scholarship
Jocelyn Wright

Betty Helsinger Americanism 
Memorial Award
Tanner Back

Beulah Brown R.N. Nursing 
Scholarship
Zora Gyebi
Marianna Wilson

Bob Grimes Memorial Scholarship
Taylor Powers

Brian Kelly Caton Memorial 
Scholarship
Cohen Hackney

Cain Adkins Scholarship
Ronan Casanova
Zachary Johnson

Carl and Faye Robbins Memorial 
Scholarship
Ashlynn Williams
Grace Lampart

Carmon DeLeone Middletown 
Symphony Orchestra Legacy 
Scholarship
Caitlin Witt

Cedric H. Glover Performing Arts 
Memorial Scholarship
Amberly Cawein

Charles Hook Citizenship Award         
1st Place
Alyssa Wagner
Gabriel Salazar
Colin Schadek
Sam Gutzwiller
Nathan Karrick
Sander Gerzema

Charles Hook Citizenship Award    
2nd Place
Faith Bussee
Emilio Pelaez Gudiel
Riley Wolf
Heidi Willenbrink
James Patton
Grace Lampart

Christy Minnix Memorial 
Scholarship
Margaret Hall

Class of 1956 Middie Magic
Reese Mershad

Coach Ted Stewart Memorial 
Scholarship
Emma Penewit

Constantine (Charles) Nicholas 
Revelos Scholarship
Courtney Lyninger
AnnaMarie Yanez

David and Carole Schul Fund              
for the Arts
Kara Dykes

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
TWENTY TWENTY-THREE



David and Wanda Way Educational 
Scholarship
Caroline VonHolle

Diane Meeks Scholarship Fund
Abbigale Fall

Donald and Imogene Orts Education/
Engineering Scholarship
Vanessia Combs

Dorothy M. Brayton Scholarship
Audrey Withrow
Kevin Chairez
Janai Gatica-Morales
Nathan Karrick
Courtney Lyninger
Clark Jorel Velasco
Bailey  Warner 
Logan Wysong-Ward

Dr. B.F. and Kathleen Otto 
Scholarship
Hailey Wells

Dr. James Russell Myers Memorial 
Scholarship for Engineering
Jacklyn Alcorn

Ebie and Johnsie Banks Scholarship
Caroline VonHolle

Edwin L. McCallay and Louis B. 
McCallay Education Trust Fund
Peyton Smith
Alexander York
Kyle Rubio
Peyten Hargraves
Megan Nerderman

Fearn Gerber Scholarship 
Jared Erwin

Gene and Dodee Saylor Memorial 
Scholarship
Asia Espiritu

George M Verity Memorial - 
Foundation in College Prep 1st Place
Clark Jorel Velasco
Grace Lampart

George M Verity Memorial - 
Foundation in College Prep 2nd Place
Tanner Back
Kimber Spaulding

Harry A. Finkelman Scholarship
Megan O’Neill

Herbert C. and Marjorie L. Root 
Scholarship for Early Childhood 
Education
Emma Green

Herbert C. and Marjorie L. Root 
Scholarship for Engineering
William Knau

Homemakers Circle Scholarship
Ray’Aunnah Tillis

Housh Family Memorial Scholarship
Taylor Buchanan

Imogene Gephart Scholarship 
Morgan Brooks

Jack Gordon Memorial Football 
Scholarship
Asia Espiritu

James M. Anderson, MD & Bertha 
Anderson Family Scholarship
Lojain Juma

Janice E. Schultz and Jerome C. 
Schultz Memorial Scholarship
Kimber Spaulding

Janine Westercamp Memorial 
Scholarship
Samantha Chaney
Brady Heagen
Gabe Salazar
Jesse Wethington

Jay Surface Memorial Scholarship
Samuel Hwang

Jean Verity Memorial Foundation in 
History Award 1st Place
Ronan Casanova

Jean Verity Memorial                 
Foundation in History Award                      
2nd Place
Courtney Lyninger

Jeff Wiley Scholar Athlete Award
Robert Anderson
Caroline Campbell

John A. McCluskey and Helen 
McCluskey Scholarship
Nalia Langster

John and Kathryn Hensley Memorial 
Scholarship
Tyler Bond

John Reznor Memorial Scholarship
Maddox Taulbee
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Joshua Taylor Back Memorial    
Football Scholarship
Colby Baumgartner

Kayla Harrison Scholarship
Aidan Tackett

Larry L Brandenburg Scholarship
Addison Graham

Lee Ann Miltenberger Memorial 
Scholarship
Wyatt McPherson

Les Johnson Education Scholarship
Izaiah Day 

LMHS Class of 1964
Emma Penewit

Louie F. Cox Scholarship
Joshua Mumford
Natierra Simms

Mabel D. Kinder American Red Cross 
Scholarship
Maddox Taulbee

Marianne A. Dorenbusch 
Scholarship
Cassidy Claxton
Aiden Creech
Bryce Swoll
Taylour Poellnitz-Thomas

Marilyn E. Day Family Scholarship
Alana Williams

Marjorie A. Johnston Memorial 
Scholarship
Tori Hagedorn
Travis Hendricks

Martin B. & Frances R. Miller 
Memorial Scholarship
Cohen Hackney

Mary Josephine K. Hyatt Scholarship
Cassidy Claxton

Mary M Dobrozsi Memorial Fund
Heidi Willenbrink

Mary Susanne Ware Scholarship
Jessica Moore

Matthew E. Fiora Scholarship
Logan Wysong-Ward

MHS Clas of 1971
Paige Yager

MHS Class of 1964 Scholarship
Nalia Langster (1st place)
Caroline VonHolle (2nd place)
Grace Lampart (3rd place)
Bailey Warner (4th place)

MHS English Department Award
Amberly Cawein

Michael and Peggy McClusky 
Scholarship
Brady Heagen

Middletown Community Foundation 
Scholarship - Edgewood
Hunter Allen

Middletown Community Foundation 
Scholarship - Franklin HS
Cadence Crocker

Middletown Community Foundation 
Scholarship - Madison HS
Addison Graham

Middletown Community Foundation 
Scholarship - Middletown  
Avery Earls

Middletown Community Foundation 
Scholarship - Middletown Christian
Lydia Robertson

Middletown Community Foundation 
Scholarship - Monroe
Tysen Rupp

Middletown Community Foundation 
Merit Scholarship
Cadyn Mathis
Lily Ann Brandenburg
Elise Hubert
Lydia Herb
Taylor Powers
Ashley Booth
Camille Lafferty
Jessica Sprout
Leah Johnson
Emma Weiseman

Middletown Division of Police 
Scholarship for Sons and Daughters 
of Employees
Maria McGuire

Middletown Fire Fighters’ 
Association Scholarship
Ray’Aunnah Tillis

Middletown High School Class 
of 1950 Dwight Neill Memorial 
Scholarship
Ben Myers

Middletown Music Club - Louis John 
Johnen Music Scholarship
Caitlin Witt

Middletown Summer Youth Theater 
Scholarship
Caitlin Witt

Monroe Technical Scholarship
Peyten Hargraves

Nancy Cahill G.I.G.G.L.E.S. 
Scholarship
Lindsey Bevak

Nancy Meeks Scholarship Fund
Zoey Abbott

Paula Burke Memorial Scholarship
Zoey Abbott

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS cont.
TWENTY TWENTY-THREE



Ralph J. and Sondra Gordon Bays 
Scholarship
Vanessia Combs

Richard and Gloria Miltenberger 
Memorial Scholarship
Avary Slone

Richard B. Monroe, Sr. Scholarship
Tanner Back

Richard L Meeks Scholarship 
Tessa Slanker

RMP Family Scholarship
Molly Lovelace

Robert Majors Scholarship Fund
Emily Pettus

Scott Cole Memorial Scholarship
Tysen Rupp

SPC James E. Hall, Jr. Scholarship
Keirra Thompson

Stephanie Markham Minge Memorial 
Scholarship
Charlie Duritsch

Geckeler Family Scholarship
Sarah Perkins

Sue Ann Meeks Scholarship
Jessica Sprout

The David T. Morgan Memorial 
Scholarship
Aidan Tackett
AnnaMarie Yanez

The Lawrence and Jeanne Wood 
MAGYC Scholarship
Aiden Creech
Amberly Cawein

The Mike Kiniyalocts Scholarship 
Fund for Military Veterans
Amberly Cawein

The My Hero Scholarship
Liam Rarden

The Opbroek Scholarship
Kevin Chairez

Tolliver Pharmacy Scholarship
Felicity Rawlings

Valda Wilkerson Middletown 
Symphony Orchestra Legacy 
Scholarship
Hala Muhammad

Victor and Sara Carpenter Memorial 
Scholarship
Cheyenne Jones

Vincenzo & Josephine Mazzarella 
Scholarship
Patience Moss

Walter and Nellie Evans Scholarship
Heidi West
Zayden Thompson
Bailey LaRue

Walter L. Bake Memorial 
Scholarship
Lindsey Bevak

William and Peggy Verity Memorial 
Award
Kimber Spaulding
Robert (RJ) Anderson

RONAN CASANOVA & ZORA GYEBI ,  SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS



Atrium Medical Center Foundation - $2,000 for child watch for women’s healthcare appointments

Young Life - $10,000 for camp scholarships for children with disabilities

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Butler County - $1,500 for children of incarcerated parents program

Middletown Arts Center - $1,360 for program with Abilities First

Butler County Educational Service Center - $3,400 for Wildwood Dance Club

3R Development - $6,740 for summer day camp

First Tee - $1000 for local summer programming

Safety Council - $1,000 for Safety Town

Big Brothers Big Sisters - $1,000 for activities for children who don’t have a Big

Middies Soccer - $1,000 for summer soccer at local elementaries

Middletown Arts Center - $1000 for summer programming

PARACHUTE CASA - $2,500 for gift cards for CASAs to use with clients

Middletown Preforming Arts Academy - $5,000 for summer youth theater

Girls on the Run - $2,500 for scholarships for Middletown girls to participate 

Abilities First - $3,000 for summer activities 

SELF - $2,000 for youth volunteers

2023
Youth 

Philanthropy 
Council

Front row: Caitlin Witt (Madison), Allison Morris (Monroe), Cassie 
Claxton (Edgewood), Lily Brandenburg (Fenwick)
Second row: Emma Green (Franklin), Gianna Frongia (Fenwick), Kiara 
Burress (Fenwick), Emma Flannagan (Middletown Christian)
Back row: Sarah Watson (MCF), Gracie McGuire (Franklin), Chris 
Bond (Franklin), Mason Fugate (Monroe), Maggie Henderson 
(Edgewood), Chandler Shields (Middletown), Matthew Mellish 
(Middletown Christian), Sophia Smith (Middletown Christian), 
Taylor Hale (Middletown), Judah Davis (Marshall), Kevin Chairez 
(Middletown), Yara Davis (Marshall), Leo Benitez (Marshall), Carole 
Schul (Volunteer Advisor), Cassie Brown (MCF) 

Not Pictured:  Kara Dykes (Monroe), Dillion King (Madison), 
Levi Griffin (Madison), Allyson Hudek (Madison), Ryan French 
(Edgewood)

Youth Council Seniors
Front row: Caitlin Witt, Emma Green, 

Cassie Claxton, Lily Brandenburg
Back row: Emma Flannagan, Judah Davis,

 Kevin Chairez
Not Pictured: Kara Dykes, Dillion King

YOUTH PHILANTHROPY COUNCIL GRANTS


